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News

Protesters Take Over City Council Meeting, Try to Arrest Chief
By Dan Vukelich

P

rotesters angered by shootings
by the Albuquerque Police
Department seized control of the
Albuquerque City Council Chambers,
forcing city councilors to abandon
the meeting.
Protesters swarmed the dais, took
councilors’ seats and shouted into
their microphones. A woman identified by KOB-TV News as Nora Anaya
declared the first “People’s Council”
was in session as she banged a gavel
left behind by City Council President
Ken Sanchez.
APD Chief Gordon Eden left the
chamber as a protester shouted, “You
are charged with murder.” Protesters
said they had planned to make a
citizens’ arrest of Eden.
Eden signed on as chief in midFebruary. Soon after, a new spate
of shootings by APD, including the
March 16 shooting of a mentally ill
homeless camper, sparked public
protests. On March 30, a day-long
protest march was met by riot police
and teargas.
After milling about for about a half
hour, protesters left City Hall. There
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were no arrests.
Councilor Rey
Garduño, who
stayed around
for the protest,
said the event
was simply
people seeking
“redress of government.”
The May 5
protest was the
most raucous,
but it wasn’t
the first. People
have been protesting against A collage of front page stories involving APD from 1991.
before the latest wave of shootings
APD at city
–
and years before the U.S. Justice
council meetings for years. Andres
Department
began its investigation
Valdez of Vecinos United has brought
into APD’s civil rights violations.
the families of people shot or killed
Here are the city officials and when
by police to speak at council meetings
they took office:
since at least 2010.
Mayor Berry, first elected to the
mayor’s office in 2009, was re-elected
Mayor Richard J. Berry and most of
to a second four-year term last year.
the Albuquerque City Council aren’t
City Council President Ken Sannewcomers to the issue of APD’s use
chez, a Democrat, is in his third fourof force.
Most have been in office since well
year term. He was first elected in 2005.

Isaac Benton, a Democrat, is in his
third four-year term in his second
council district. After being redistricted out of his old Downtown district,
last year he defeated a Republican
appointed to fill the seat of twoterm North Valley Councilor Debbie
O’Malley. Benton was first elected
in 2005.
Brad Winter, a Republican, is in his
fourth four-year term. He was first
elected in 1999.
Dan Lewis, a Republican in his second four-year term, was first elected
in 2009.
Rey Garduño, a Democrat, is in his
second four-year term. He was first
elected in 2007.
Don Harris, a Republican in his
third four-year term, was first elected
in 2005.
Trudy Jones, a Republican in her
second four-year term, was first elected in 2007.
Diane Gibson, a Democrat elected
last year, is in her first term.
Klarissa J. Peña, a Democrat elected
last year, is in her first term.
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It’s Not Too Late
to Change APD, Not Yet

ABQ Ride policy on Bikes Makes No Sense

By Dan Vukelich

S

W

hen there is real public discontent,
no amount of PR or spin is going to
make it right.
We have reached that point.
Albuquerque, collectively, is waking
up to the fact that year in and year out,
political leaders promise to accomplish
change. Yet, year in and year out, we
get spin.
So, when the words “focus groups”
are used to describe the U.S. Department of Justice’s response to our
problem, people get upset.
A petition is circulating. Two, actually.
One seeks a recall of Mayor Richard
J. Berry. The other seeks a grand jury
investigation into the death of civil-rights
lawyer Mary Han and into the police
department’s shootings since 2010.
The Ray Schultz-Taser thing, OK.
That’s just plain embarrassing.
Unless he stumbles further, a successful recall of the mayor isn’t likely, but a
grand jury probe into Han’s death – or
into the two dozen fatal shooting deaths
by APD – is not far-fetched.
The New Mexico Constitution allows
that kind of citizen action. It requires that
a district judge – not the Bernalillo County District Attorney’s Office – convene
a grand jury upon submission of the
signatures of 2 percent of the county’s
registered voters. In Bernalillo County,
that would be 8,660 people.
Here’s how it would go: The grand
jury would have subpoena power, with
the power to indict people for crimes
and have them brought to trial. Under
the direction of a judge, the grand jury
presumably would be free of the taint
that could accompany a finding of “no
wrongdoing” if the grand jury were run
by the D.A. – whose bread and butter is
the cops.
It’s been tried before. In the 1980s,
another period when APD shot a lot of
people, a petition failed to reach the
required threshold. But this time could
be different.
There’s plenty of discontent to go
around. The police are tired of being the
city’s whipping boy. It’s not like they’re
staying home with their weapons locked
in a gun safe. They go out every day
and face yet another showdown.
And ours is a dangerous city.
People draw down on the cops every
day. They hole up in their homes, jump
out of cars and shoot it out. Force meets
over¬whelming force. It’s a death spiral.
Some cops remember when the Albuquerque Police Academy was shut down
for lack of funds. Others remember the
surge in retirements as experienced

cops simply said they were done.
There’s a spooky sense of déjà vu
here. That collage of headlines on
Page 2? They could have been written
last week. In fact, most of them are
from a single 90-day period.
Look it up.
Why we sued. We asked for records
of what APD spends our tax money on.
They refused, citing an anti-terrorism
exception to the New Mexico Inspection
of Public Records Act. We disagreed.
The only course was to sue. So we did.
There is something fundamental
about asking a taxpayer-funded agency
to account for our money. APD isn’t the
CIA or DOD or NSA. There shouldn’t be
a “black” budget at APD. In 2013-2014,
the cops’ share of the city’s $872 million
budget was $162 million.
Take a look at Annette Chartier’s
cover-story investigation of whether
you can reliably commute to work or
go anywhere by bicycling and riding
the bus. She uncovers a disconnect
between policy and reality on the street
that bicyclists have long faced. Annette
uncovered serious resentment among
bicyclists who believe that this city’s
commitment to multi-modal transportation rings hollow. She found that
compared to truly bike-friendly cities,
Albuquerque is stuck squarely in the past.
Franchesca Stevens looks into the
“park” on the northeast corner of Central
and Tramway. Las Luz de Amistad Park
is an example of gold-plated, over-thetop city-state collaboration to fix up a
scruffy piece of dirt alongside Interstate
40. Apparently there was a lot our
money, our money, lying around back in
2009.If you can get to this park without
getting hit by a car, you should take a
look for yourself.
Thanks for picking up the paper.
It would be nice if you contacted our
advertisers and said, hey, I like what
they’re doing at ABQ Free Press. Or
maybe called us yourself and said,
“Count me in for an ad.”
Dan Vukelich is editor at ABQ Free Press.
Reach him at editor@freeabq.com.

By Annette Chartier

o you want to do a bike/bus combo to get to
work? Good luck.
ABQ Ride has a bike/bus policy that makes it
impossible to know whether you’ll get to work on
time in the morning or home again at night.
Every day, cyclists pressure bus drivers to make
split-second decisions as to whether or not to allow
bikes onboard if the bike rack on the front of the
bus is full. Drivers know that if they make the
wrong choice and someone gets hurt, the buck
stops with them.
So, most drivers simply say no, leaving bike
commuters waiting for the next bus, or the one after
that, or the one after that.
Although there is a city policy on bikes and
buses, an ABQ Free Press inquiry found enough
contradictions to undermine any rational claim that
Albuquerque is, or is becoming, a multimodal city.
Let’s start with the policy.

‘This route is too busy
to let bikes on’

– No. 66 Central Avenue bus driver

“Right now, the policy is that if the bicycle rack is
full and if the wheelchair area is unoccupied, then
the bicyclist will be allowed to bring the bicycle on
A bicyclist talks to the driver of a Central Avenue bus. This one had room on the bike rack.
the bus and stand with the bicycle in the wheelchair
area,” said Bruce Rizzieri, head of ABQ Ride. The
ABQ Ride website has said pretty much the same
routes, either.” Another No. 66 driver said her
thing for years.
supervisors forbid bikes onboard.
But that’s not the reality.
Still another No. 66 driver apparently sets his own
“In this city, it’s just easier to stay on your bike
policy. “I never let bikes on my bus, if the bus is
and keep pedaling than it is to wait for a bus and
empty or full,” he said. “No bikes.”
hope that you’ll be able to get your bike on that
The farther you get from Central, the better your
bus,” said Jennifer Buntz, president of the Duke
chances. A driver on the No. 11 Lomas bus said, “If
City Wheelmen, a bicythe bus is relatively empty,
clist advocacy group. Her
then I will let you on the
What ABQ Ride’s bike/bus policy says: bus, but you have to go in
sentiment was echoed by
bicyclists at bus stops
through the back door.”
“If the bicycle rack is full, and the
and in bike shops.
On a rush-hour No.
We found the same
140 bus at Jefferson and
bus is not to full capacity with
thing firsthand.
Osuna, a driver said,
passengers (there is sufficient
Over seven days of
“Most of us out here will
space to hold a bike without
riding the bus with and
allow bikes on the bus
without a bike, we quesbecause it’s not very
impeding other passengers),
tioned 17 drivers on six
crowded out here – but in
the passenger will be allowed
routes about the bike polithe back of the bus only.”
cy. We didn’t identify
On the No. 157
to take the bike on the bus.”
ourselves as journalists;
Montaño/Uptown/
we simply asked
Kirtland route, however,
drivers questions, such as, “What’s the policy on
a driver told us one Saturday afternoon, no bikes
bikes and buses?” and “Can I bring a bike onboard
inside, period. “Even if it’s this empty?” “Yes,”
if the rack is full?” Most of the drivers we talked
she said.
to said: No bikes inside.
On the bus were five people: the driver, us
“This route is too busy to let bikes on,” a driver
(two people on bicycles) and two friends who had
on the No. 66 bus at San Mateo told us. “Even if the
boarded at the same stop with us but had left their
bus is empty at this stop, it may fill up at the next.
bikes at home, knowing they’d be denied boarding
I won’t allow bikes on some other [of his assigned]
because of lack of rack space. Many buses have only

Liz Lopez

three bike racks. On this day, one of them would
have been denied boarding.
Phillip Torres, a transit safety officer, said the
policy is written the way it is “so there is a loophole”
to allow a driver to deny boarding to a bicyclist
to prevent an injury to other passengers. Liability
should come first, he said, because a driver will have
to defend or explain his or her decision.
Another transit safety officer, Elizabeth Maestas,

An ABQ Ride spokesman
could not recall any passenger
injuries or lawsuits stemming
from a driver’s decision to
allow a bicycle on a city bus
wants to see the policy rewritten. “It would help the
complications we have with passengers,” she said.
“Then we’d have an administration that’s going to
back us with the decisions we make.”
Torres said a manager has told drivers to allow
bikes only in the back of the bus, which conflicts
with the bike policy but apparently is being followed by drivers off Central, even though it violates
a broader policy to keep the aisle clear in the back
of the bus.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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ABQ Free Press Sues City
Over APD Records Denial
By ABQ Free Press Staff

T

his newspaper has sued the City of
Albuquerque over the Albuquerque
Police Department’s refusal to produce an inventory of its weaponry,
including military-style weapons.
The lawsuit was filed Monday
in Bernalillo County District Court
under provisions of the New Mexico
Inspection of Public Records Act.
Freelance writer Peter St. Cyr had
formally requested the records on
Jan. 21. APD denied
the request on
March 6.
St. Cyr sought
the records as part
of his research for
an ABQ Free Press
article on the
militarization of
New Mexico police
departments and
the impact that trend has had on police
agencies’ relations with the populations
they are charged with protecting.
Although the IPRA request preceded by more than two months release
of the U.S. Department of Justice
report on APD’s use of deadly force,
the DOJ focused on the same theme.
In its April 10 report, the DOJ wrote:
“We were informed that many
officers purchase expensive,
high-powered guns as soon as they
are allowed, using their own money.
Officers see the guns as status
symbols. APD personnel we
interviewed indicated that this
fondness for powerful weaponry
illustrates the aggressive culture.”

APD denied an Inspection
of Public Records Act
request for an inventory
of its weapons
on grounds reserved
for anti-terrorism
response plans
The newspaper retained Colin
Hunter and James Dory of the Barnett
Law Firm of Albuquerque. The firm
has experience in pursuing cases
involving the wrongful denial of
public records.
In the IPRA request, St. Cyr sought:
“A copy of the Albuquerque Police
Department’s complete weapons

inventory, including firearms, tactical
systems, armored personnel carriers,
SWAT weapons, gear and equipment,
rocket launchers, grenades, flash
bangs, bearcats, drones (if any), etc.
“This request is not limited to
firearms; the inventory [you] provide
should include any and all equipment, weapons, or systems that may
be used in tactical field operations or
serious incident responses.”
After requesting
an extension of
time to respond,
on March 6 the
Albuquerque Police Department’s
records custodian,
Reynaldo Chavez,
denied the request.
Juan Antonio Labreche
APD cited a state
law exempting
from public disclosure “tactical response plans or procedures prepared
for or by the state or a political subdivision of the state, the publication
of which could reveal specific vulnerabilities, risk assessments or tactical
emergency security procedures that
could be used to facilitate the planning or execution of a terrorist attack.”
The newspaper did not request
plans or tactics. All of APD’s
equipment, including its guns and
armored vehicles, was paid for by
city, state or federal taxpayers and
should be accounted for, ABQ Free
Press Editor Dan Vukelich said.
“It’s no secret they have them,”
Vukelich said. “In fact, just 10 days
after our request was denied, the
world saw APD’s military-style
weapons and a flash-bang grenade
in action during the killing of the
homeless camper James Boyd. Later
in March, we saw APD SWAT gear,
teargas and armor in action during
crowd control on Central Avenue.”
State chapters of the American
Civil Liberties Union filed similar
weapons-inventory requests in
25 states, with mixed results.
The ACLU of New Mexico was
not among them, but ACLU New
Mexico Executive Director Peter Simonson testified before the
Albuquerque City Council that he
believes militarization of local police
departments has been a factor in the
increased use of deadly force against
New Mexicans.

ABQ Free Press Pulp News
Known Unknowns

Donald Rumsfeld wrote a letter to
the IRS after filing his taxes: “The tax
code is so complex and the forms so
complicated, that I know that I cannot
have any confidence that I know what
is being requested and therefore I
cannot and do not know, and I suspect
a great many Americans cannot know,
whether or not their tax returns are
accurate.” Nonetheless, Rumsfeld and
his wife signed their return.

No High-wire Sex,
Please

Being a soccer player in Brazil is akin
to being a living god, but it does come
at a price: Restrictions on one’s sex
life. “The players can have normal sex
during the World Cup,” said Felipe
Scolari, coach of Brazil’s World Cup
team. “Usually normal sex is done
in a balanced way, but some like to
perform acrobatics. We will put limits
and survey the players.” Fair enough,
writes Sports Illustrated’s “Extra
Mustard” website, except that “Scolari
hinted [the team] will be attempting
to monitor the players’ extracurricular
activities, which seems as difficult as
it is creepy.”

Unfriended?

A Ph.D. student at the University of
Colorado has been studying unfriending on Facebook and concludes it’s
old high school classmates who get
unfriended most often. At the time
Facebook launched in 2004, high school
students typically friended everyone in
their class. But just as in life, they drifted
apart and now account for about one in
six instances of unfriending. One in 12
cases of unfriending involved former
romantic partners. A leading cause for
unfriending: posting too often.

What if it Were the
Quran?

Louisiana almost had an official book:
the Holy Bible. A Shreveport state rep
abandoned a bill he’d sponsored to
make the Bible an official document in
the Bayou State. “Critics have accused
him of foisting faith inappropriately
into the government sphere,” wrote
the New Orleans Times-Picayune.
Even though the bill might have been
seen as an official sanctioning of a religion, it likely would have been legal.

“Throughout history, the Supreme
Court has not gotten worked up about
these types of things,” a legal scholar
told the newspaper.

Cash is King

Installation of nearly invisible
“skimmers” on debit-card readers,
which can capture your card
number and PIN, should make you
think twice about paying with a debit
card. Protections are fewer than when
a theft occurs during a credit-card
transaction. Top places for debit-card
data skimming are gas stations,
restaurants and online stores. Kim
Kommando of USA Today writes
that cash is the safest option.

Capital Child Abuse

A British judge ordered a father to
stop e-mailing his children in all-capital letters. The Israeli man was seeking
contact with his estranged 13-yearold son and 9-year-old daughter in
Britain. The children told the court
their father’s e-mails to them – written
sometimes exclusively in capitals and
others in large fonts – were “equivalent to him shouting,” The Telegraph,
a British newspaper, reported.

Mystery Balls

Elizabethton Municipal Airport in
Carter County, Tenn., reports well
over 100 golf balls have mysteriously
appeared on the runway over four
occasions, even though the nearest
golf course is seven miles away.
Authorities fear the balls could be
sucked into the jet engines of taxiing
airplanes. The airport handles about
100 flights a day.

Let There Be Light

A software developer has launched
Grams, a Google-like search engine,
to troll the “Dark Web” – the seamy
side of the Internet where guns, drugs
and stolen credit card numbers are
sold. Previously, cloaked sites could
be found only by their users – and
cops – who knew the exact URL. The
anonymous developer also plans a
Google AdWords-like function to hit
searchers with targeted ads. Shortly
after its April launch, Grams got hit
by a denial-of-service attack. “I took
it as a ‘Welcome to the neighborhood’
message,” the developer told Wired.
Compiled by ABQ Free Press

POLITICS

ABQ FREE PRESS • May 7, 2014 • PAGE 7

Unlocking Mysteries that
Could Unlock Control of the
N.M. Legislature
By JOE MONAHAN

T

he June 3 New
Mexico primary election is right
around the corner
and about to get in
your face. So what
better time to unravel a few political
mysteries.

Mystery No. 1

If just about everyone you know is
getting most of their news on their cell
phones, iPads or desktops, why are
those 30-second TV ads still so
important to political campaigns?
Well, they aren’t quite the be-all and
end-all they were a decade ago, but the
fact is that the most reliable group of
voters in low-turnout primary elections
skews older – mostly over 50.
And among the gray-haired set,
the TV is still the main source for news
and entertainment. You won’t find them
on their iPhones scanning headlines,
checking Facebook or rocking out
to iTunes.
It sounds pretty retro, but they are
still planting themselves in front of the
tube and anticipating prime time
programming. Remember that?

Mystery No. 2:

Why don’t young people – those
under 30 – vote more often? The
answer to that one hasn’t changed much
over time. They feel less impacted by
politicians and government. They have
busy lives filled with much more alluring
diversions than wonkish debates about
taxes and regulation.
Not until they have kids in the schools,
own homes and start scratching their
heads over how they’re going to pay all
those bills does politics really start to
hit home with this demographic. Even
then, cynicism about politicians is so
thick anymore, a good chunk of the
Albuquerque population has turned off
politics entirely.

Mystery No. 3:

Why can’t voters who are neither
Democrat nor Republican vote in
the primary election? Well, thank the
Democrats and Republicans in the
Legislature who make the election laws
governing primary elections that are
paid for by your tax dollars.
Independent voters and those
belonging to other parties – including
voters under 30 – now make up about

22 percent of the state’s registered
voters. But they’re left out in the cold
in deciding who will advance from the
primary election in June to the main
event in November.
So, the answer to Mystery No. 3 partly
explains Mystery No. 2.

Mystery No 4:

Is Albuquerque a conservative,
moderate or liberal city?
It can be confusing. When lots of
people vote, we’re liberal. Why?
Because there are a whole lot more
Democrats than Republicans in this
city. For example, Albuquerque voters
overwhelmingly approved an increase
in the city’s minimum wage when it was
placed on the November 2012 election
ballot. That was a presidential election
year and attracted a large number of
voters.

Independent voters
make up about
22 percent of the
state’s registered
voters, but they’re left
out in the cold during
the June primaries

A l b u q u e r q u e ’s O n l y L i f e C a r e R e t i r e m e n t C o m m u n i t y

But a year later – in October 2013 –
the city’s voters gave Republican
Mayor Richard J. Berry a huge
re-election victory. Why so big? Because
Republicans and older voters made up
much more of the electorate than in the
presidential election.
It turns out that many of our political
mysteries aren’t so mysterious after all.
But new ones are always popping up
that await unraveling by the voters.
So, ponder Mystery No. 5:
Who will the Democrats pick to
challenge Gov. Susana Martinez, and
will the state House stay in the hands of
the Democrats following the November
election? See you on the blog.
Joe Monahan is a veteran of New Mexico
politics whose daily blog can be found at
joemonahan.com.
To Advertise
Contact
Mark Hainsfurther
(505) 400-7601
mark@freeabq.com

Live Well.
“I’m free from home maintenance and worry, allowing me time to enjoy
activities. The exercise and lifestyle programs here are so rich, varied and
accessible, they help to keep me fit.”
– Chuck Scott, La Vida Llena Resident

To schedule a personal presentation, call 800.922.1344 or 505.293.4001.
La Vida Llena, a leader for over 30 years in New Mexico
senior living, is part of Haverland Carter Lifestyle Group.
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Susana, the Tapes and the Record So Far
Leaks Tell Tawdry a Tale

H

er campaign guru is quoted in leaked emails
saying, “They’re trying to keep the brown girl
down!!!” but Susana Martinez and her crack crew
of Republican operatives are doing a pretty good
job of that all on their own.
The national spotlight on Susana Martinez has
grown a little dimmer over the past few months
as Republicans trip over each other to be the next
in line to throw dirt on the highly polished image
of Susana Martinez. As her national profile grows,
so does the effort to repaint her in-state image.
Leak after leak – notably, all from Republicans
shows a different side of this governor; one she’d
rather not show. From the size of her Spanks to the
cuss on her tongue, insiders- turned-patriots are
giving New Mexico, and the country, a second look
at “the brown girl” made good.
What’s the big deal? Just ask Martinez herself:
“What they hell do they do?!” Those now
infamous campaign tapes caught Susana Martinez
asking about the commission responsible for
training, supporting and preparing women for
work. “They” do significantly less now since
Martinez vetoed their entire budget along with
more than $200,000 for women’s health programs
since she took office.
And what about that “Hispanic chamber of
culture… or whatever the hell it is?” Turns out the
Hispano Chamber of Commerce had a lot more
businesses to promote before Martinez started
calling the economic development shots. Even
national big biz leaders are pooh-poohing her
plans. “Martinez is one of worst jobs governors”
was the headline shared last year by a national
business publication.
But this slow-as-molasses economic recovery
can’t be Susana’s fault. So whose?
It must be those good-for-nothing teachers those
tapes caught Martinez scheming against. Outsourcing their jobs to Florida test makers and
corporate decision makers has taken our kids from
worse to worst.
Maybe it’s those Arizona companies she brought
in to take over behavioral healthcare. The hundreds
of New Mexicans they displaced didn’t need those
jobs anyway and the millions she spent with a
Boston firm on the audit that found no fraud was
clearly worth the investment.
Surely Keith Gardner can’t be to blame. The gov’s
chief of staff has been doing his part to keep the
economy going by racking up personal expenses on
his taxpayer-funded credit card. His purchases of
neckties and expensive hotel rooms is the epitome
of supply-side economics.
After all, Martinez knows that first hand. Her use
of government dollars to buy iPods, new cars, and
to hand out bonuses helped keep the Las Cruces
economy afloat during her time as DA.
Insider emails, leaked audiotapes, and staff gone
wild are showing us a side of Susana she’d rather
us not see. With Republicans like these, who needs
Democrats to bruise up her image?

Each Issue, We Ask Two
Political Operatives
to Put on Their Lucha Libre
Masks and Tackle an Issue.
The Left Chose This One.

Seth Taylor
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The High-dollar Park You’ve Probably Never Heard Of

She Erased Big Bill’s Red Ink

H

ow’s Susana Martinez doing? Swell.
You can tell that by the smear campaign she’s
undergone in recent weeks.
Mother Jones and its tens of readers led an attack
on Susana Martinez – an attack made manifest by
revelations from a “secret” (illegal) tape recording.
Democrats are good at invading people’s privacy.
The best, really. Robert Kennedy, for instance, wiretapped Martin Luther King Jr., among other people.
This administration, however, has raised the bar.
We’re all being wire-tapped, in essence, so be careful
what you mutter. Or type. Or email. Or watch.
Gives you the warm fuzzies, yes?
No privacy violation would be needed were
Gov. Martinez foundering, but she’s not. First a
quick word about politicians whom, for our
purpose, we’ll call “humans.”
Most of us have had political experiences. We’ve
uttered things we wish we hadn’t. Worse, perhaps
we’ve made jokes or said things we honestly
thought were funny but truly weren’t. If you haven’t
(liar), please feel free to cast the first stone.
Politicians/humans have, do, and will always say
and do stupid things. And no party or gender ha
s a lock on stupidity. Doubt me? Google
“Lyndon Johnson racist remarks.” LBJ is easy
pickin’s. Try Bill Clinton’s former confidant, Vernon
Jordan, on, “What do you and Bill discuss on the
golf course?” Priceless.
Suffice it to say politics, like any other workplace,
is chock full o’ humans and, as such, is chock full o’
nastiness. Either accept that and attack both sides
with righteous indignation, or get over it. Just know
the one-sidedness is wearing thin.
What makes Gov. Martinez worth sullying is
the fairly effective job she’s doing. Recall what
world-traveler Bill Richardson left Martinez
holding? Did you say, “The bag?” Absolutely. A bag
full of $500 million in red numbers.
Sir William spent the state into debt – roughly
the price of a commuter train. Curiously, no illegal
taping was done.
Today, the state’s in the black. This was no small
feat. It wasn’t like Martinez walked into her office
with a majority party in her corner. She’s managed
to get the state’s corporate tax down to compete for
jobs and did it with a Democratic Legislature.
From day one, Martinez has been the teachers’
unions’ whipping gal, because she recognized that
spending taxpayer money like it was, well, other
people’s money was bad policy.
She managed to right our economic boat sans tax
hikes or layoffs. Still, teachers have stayed on her
ass from the get-go, claiming, as they’re wont to do,
financial hardship. Apparently, teachers never considered who put Martinez in that damnable position
in the first place. Probably because teachers’ unions
twice endorsed the guy who drained the tanks.
Turning red numbers into black is an impressive
feat for any governor. Hell, teachers are getting all
kinds of raises today. But Martinez’ most unforgiveable sin is her party choice. Honestly, a Hispanic
female should know better, yes?

Above left: The park sits hard by I-40 and Tramway Boulevard. Above right: “The Hand of Friendship” sculpture is supposed to greet
motorists whizzing by on Interstate 40. Below right: La Luz de Amistad Park’s plaza, looking southwest. Photos: by Dan Vukelich

By Franchesca Stevens

S

earch the City of Albuquerque’s
website for La Luz de Amistad
Park, and you won’t find it anywhere.
That’s right – nowhere.
That’s pretty anonymous for a 2.2acre park that cost taxpayers $809,000.
This “park” – a concrete plaza with
a sculptures, rocky xeriscaping and
sturdy iron-work fencing -- is perhaps
the most inaccessible open space in
Albuquerque, not counting the west
face of the Sandias.
It’s bordered by a freeway, a freeway
overpass, Tramway Boulevard and
Central Avenue, which itself becomes
both a freeway entrance and exit up
the street. Between them, the two
streets have 13 lanes, plus medians,
plus turnouts. A Smith’s grocery and
gas station lie to the south.
La Luz de Amistad Park and its four
parking spots are not listed under any
category – be it “Parks with Amenities,” “Parks with Drinking Fountains,” or “Parks with Restrooms.” It’s
not on the city’s Advanced Map Viewer. If you type in La Luz de Amistad
Park, the viewer will take you to a
three-state view of I-40.
It doesn’t appear on the city’s bike
map. In Google Earth, if you zoom
to the intersection of Tramway and
Central, you can hover over the park,
but type in “La Luz de Amistad Park,
Albuquerque,” and you’re whisked to

51,484 feet above the Rio Grande Valley – a sure sign even Google doesn’t
know where the hell it is.
If you try calling the city’s 311 information line, you may get the same
woman who told me there’s no park
on the northeast corner of Tramway
and Central. No way. No how. It’s like
it doesn’t exist. It doesn’t have one of
those knotty-pine wooden park signs
or even one of those fancy “Built by
These Important People” plaques.
La Luz de Amistad’s foot-shaped
footprint was revamped around 20092010 with a combination of city and
state tax dollars. It was in disrepair.
Only homeless people and prairie dogs
lived there. Bicyclists riding by slipped
on the dirt and gravel that escaped its
perimeter.
A city councilor, Don Harris, and
a state senator, Sue Wilson Beffort,
teamed up to find the money to spruce
up the property and create a gateway to
the city.
“There were quite a bit of irrigation
problems. The irrigation system was
not functioning when we got to the
project,” said landscape architect
Brian Verardo of
Morrow Reardon Wilkinson Miller,
Ltd., the landscape architecture firm
hired to re-do the property.
“It used to be known as East Gateway Park [during the 1960s]. It was

the eastern gateway to Albuquerque
as you traveled old Route 66,” he said.
“But the parks department wasn’t able
to keep up with the maintenance on
the turf grass … so it was just sort of in
a lot of ways run down, eroding into
the street.”
Now, La Luz de Amistad (Spanish
for The Light of Friendship) sports
robust metal fences, gravel, xeriscape
vegetation, benches, night lights, stairs,
a small parking lot, an artistic wall and
bike sculptures that double as bike
racks.
Its central plaza features a 20-foot
diameter sundial, curbs, sidewalks
and a 13-by-6-foot steel sculpture
called the “Hand of Friendship,” which
is visible from I-40 if you quickly look
to your left as you shoot into town from
Tijeras Canyon.

The “Hand of Friendship” was commissioned by the city some 50 years
ago. Originally, it was located at Civic
Plaza. Its open palm was embellished
with Native American symbolism.
At one time, it served as a “gas-fired
welcoming beacon.”
Barbara Taylor, who heads the Capital Improvement Division of the city’s
Department of Municipal Development, says La Luz de Amistad is one
of many small parks around town.
“Albuquerque has a lot of parks,
and there are a lot between 1 ½ and
3 acres all over the place, and La Luz
de Amistad is certainly within that
parameter.”
“It’s not your usual grass and shrubs
park, but it is a park, yes,” she said.
Franchesca Stevens is an Albuquerque
freelance writer.

NEWS

PAGE 10 • May 7, 2014 • ABQ FREE PRESS
Bike Cont. From Page 5

In late April, after being referred
by de Reyes to ABQ Ride’s records
custodian, we asked for copies of
any memos, letters or other records –
including management directives or
work rules – reflecting when bicyclists may take a bike onboard. That
search, we were told, turned up only
a single copy of the policy: the text on
the city’s website.
Rizzieri said ABQ Ride will be
arranging meetings with bicycle
organizations to discuss bikes on
buses, bus driver education and
sharing the road. But bicyclists are
skeptical about the city’s commitment to bicycle travel.
“Mayor Berry has some vague
ideas about bicycle friendliness,
but he doesn’t get bicycles as transportation,” said Buntz of Duke
City Wheelmen. “It’s a shame; it’s
really gone backward. It wasn’t that
good under Chavez, but it’s really
gone backward.”

ABQ Free Press asked ABQ Ride spokesman
Rick de Reyes about safety. He said he was unaware
of injuries or lawsuits stemming from a driver’s
decision to allow a bicycle on a bus.
When we asked a media relations manager in
the mayor’s office for comment from Mayor Richard
J. Berry on the state of the city’s bike/bus policy,
we were referred to Rizzieri, with whom we had
previously spoken.

This newspaper’s request
for records regarding a reworking
of ABQ Ride’s policy on bikes
and buses turned up... the website
Rizzieri said the current policy, adopted in 2006
during former Mayor Martin Chavez’s last term,
was written before demand for bikes on buses
increased. After we revealed our findings, he said
ABQ Ride is looking at possible revisions to the
policy and a move toward a Bus Rapid Transit
system using roomier buses with more space inside
for bikes. During the reporting of this article, ABQ
Ride unveiled its proposal for a BRT system.

Sign of a Deeper Disconnect?

Bob Tilly, a City of Albuquerque Transit Advisory
Board member, thinks there’re more than just a
bus/bike policy disconnect at work in Albuquerque.
“I think it’s a perception disconnect,” he said.
“In America, we like one answer. We drive our cars,
or we take the bus or we ride a bike.
“Bicycles should be about transportation. You
should be able to go to school, to the grocery
store, to work and to the bar on your bike. Cities
used to be mixed use. When you separate uses
you need a car.”

Liz Lopez
If the bike rack is full most drivers won’t let a rider with a bicycle on their bus.

When we asked about the disconnect between
the existing policy and the reality bicyclists face,
Rizzieri said upper management already is working
on the problem.
If they are, they apparently are doing that work on
something other than computer screens or paper.

In this city, it’s just easier to stay
on your bike and keep pedaling
than it is to wait for a bus’
– bicycle advocate

Annette Chartier is an Albuquerque
freelance writer.

What Two Bike-friendly Cities Do

Portland recognizes that not all bikes can be
accommodated on its rapid rail and buses. So it
built bike lockers at key transfer locations years ago
so bicycle commuters can be assured their bikes,
if left behind, will be there at the end of the day.
Boulder hasn’t added bike lanes in 15 years.
Instead, it takes lanes away from auto traffic, turns
them into bus lanes and widens the accompanying
bike lanes. The city has 80 underpasses to allow
bicyclists to cross town without crossing a road.

Privacy Update: XP is Still Dead
Compiled by ABQ Free Press Staff

M

icrosoft relented and did a post-mortem fix
to Windows XP as part of a patch to
its Internet Explorer browser after the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security warned
that IE was so vulnerable its use worldwide
should be stopped immediately.
Between one in five and one in 10 desktop
PCs still use XP, and 76 percent of American
businesses report they still run at least one
XP system. Microsoft ended support for
XP in April. It said the May 1 fix was a
one-time exception.
Other news on privacy:
If you’re a Dropbox user, guess who has
joined the company’s board: Condoleezza
Rice. The appointment of tGeorge W. Bush’s
national security adviser has sparked a “Drop
Dropbox” campaign among users. “Condi is a
well-known supporter of

wiretapping, surveillance and waterboarding,
so it was slightly surprising to see her claim
she intended to beef up the privacy credentials of Dropbox,” writes Jasper Hamill on
the site the register.co.uk. He calls Rice
“spy-happy.”
Seven of 10 Americans say they will avoid
Google Glass because of privacy concerns,
according to Mike Flacy of Digital Trends.com.
The study, first reported by Adweek, cited
fears that hackers could access the device’s
data and worries that people near users would
be recorded without their consent. Some 33
percent of respondents fear muggers would
steal the $1,500 devices.
If you’re worried a hacker can get into your
laptop’s or desktop machine’s webcam, tape a
Post-it note over the camera. If you’re worried
that they can listen in through the microphone,
plug in an old mike jack, which disables the
internal microphone, says Wired.com.
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The Facts of Life
Of Urban Chicken Ranching
Dear Answer Guy: I want to raise
chickens and get free eggs. I live in
the Northeast Heights. Can you do
this legally in the city?

A:

As I ate my huevos rancheros
(with green), I started doing some
pecking… or checking around. The City
of Albuquerque ordinance says, “The
poultry limit is 15. No person shall have
more than one rooster in a household.”
That’s 15 chickens (layers) or 14
chickens and one rooster. You also must
provide a shelter, or coop, so they can’t
run wild.
What are the benefits of backyard
chicken farming (I prefer ranching)?
Free fresh eggs, a slice of country life
in the city, and some good poop.
Besides the eggs, Albuquerque
resident and new chicken keeper
Jennifer Megan said, “The great thing
about chickens is that even their waste
can be used for something.” She and
husband Mark will use their (the
chickens’) droppings as compost in their
garden. They’re a pretty green couple;
they built almost all of their coop out of
recycled materials.
The Megans got started after she
went to a chicken-raising class
offered by Albuquerque Old School
(abqoldschool.com). Their chicks came
from a feed store in the South Valley.
“Thankfully, we’re not considered
‘those crazy chicken people’ by
neighbors because there are at least
three families on our block with chickens,” Jennifer said.
Another chicken rancher is Dennis
Garber. He raises chickens under the
name, “The Yoke’s on You,” and gives
his extra eggs to neighbors. He doesn’t

have a rooster, which surprised this
particular city boy.
“You don’t need a rooster to have
eggs, just for fertilized eggs,” he said.
“If you want baby chicks, get a rooster.”
But that’s a slippery slope. The sex
of baby chicks isn’t apparent for some
time after birth. Often the first sign
of a rooster is that annoying cock-a-doodle-doo. Since the city permits only one
rooster per flock, allowing wild chicken
sex in your coop means, at some point,
you’ll have to adopt out unwanted
roosters or man up or woman up and
wring some necks.

Often the first sign of a
rooster is that annoying
cock-a-doodle-doo
Point is, if you’re after eggs, there’s
no need for a rooster. Hens will lay eggs
quite happily without a rooster, thank
you. “I get a dozen a week out of my
hens,” Garber said.
On that crowing, the city takes it seriously, just like a dog’s incessant barking.
They’ll send someone out
(but at 5:30, I kinda doubt it). A rooster’s
owner can get a citation.
I Googled “chicken crowing deterrent
devices” and got a few hits. I know that
yelling “Shut up!” at a barking dog sometimes works, but my dad, who grew up
on a farm, used to tell me, “Son, yelling
“Shut up!” to a rooster makes about as
much sense as yodeling in Kansas.”
Email your questions to the Answer Guy at
Editor@freeabq.com

On Family Road Trip Fun
In Four States at Once
By Efrain Villa

“

I thought it would
be a pyramid or
something,” one
Texas tourist
said, lifting her
sunglasses to the
top of her head.
She squinted and
drawled, “We paid

five bucks for this?”
The Four Corners Monument, the
only spot in the United States where
four states meet, is not the most majestic of our country’s landmarks. It’s as
if its architects were trying to convey a
mood of resignation and disillusionment.
Even the site’s webpage is more a
warning than invitation: “The area is
very remote; no running water, no
electricity, no telephones.”
Yet, each year, several hundred
thousand people flock to the metal plate
in the ground that marks the nexus of
Mormonism, green chile, marijuana
legalization and immigration vigilantism.
Often they come as part of that exercise
in American masochism: “The Family
Road Trip.”
An overweight man standing a few
feet from me yelled at his wife, “Honey,
take a picture of me with my butt in
Colorado and my junk in New Mexico.”
She yelled back, “You know no one’s
been able to see your junk in years.
Take two steps forward so I can get
most of your butt in.”
On the ground was a middle-age
woman. Her husband yelled, “Babe, I
don’t care if you do a downward dog or
an upside down chimp, just hurry up so
I can take the picture and we can get
the hell out of here!”

At the souvenir booth, a customer
explained to his daughter that the image
on the flag above us was a piggy bank
under a rainbow. “See the little snout on
the right and the curly tail on the left?”
The vendor interrupted, “That is a tracing of our Navajo Nation, sir. Not a pig!”
I sat down at one of the benches
and watched a woman trying to immortalize her family’s “happiness.” Looking
through a camera viewfinder, she yelled,
“OK, Jimmy, step back into Utah so I
can see your sisters.”
Jimmy stood motionless in New
Mexico. He assumed the resolute
stance of a tiny soldier being chastised
by a drill sergeant. His twin sisters,
more than twice his height, slouched
on either side of him. “Jimmy, I am not
going to tell you again. Go stand in Utah
. . . and smile!”
Jimmy clenched his tiny fists and
began to shake. Maybe it was the
culmination of previous humiliations
involving his sisters – all those “Mom!
Jimmy’s looking at me” and “I’m not
touching you” and “He started it” — but
Jimmy seemed to be making a stand.
To be at such a monumental spot,
a place he’d likely visit only once, and
then being reduced to a background
prop for his sisters was simply too much.
“NO!!! I AM NOT GOING BACK TO
UTAH!!!” he exploded.
Tears streaming, he pushed both
of his sisters aside and stormed off.
His fury and frustration knew no
direction. He ran into the desert sunset
and disappeared behind the Porta
Potties . . . in Utah.
Reach Efrain at his website
wanderingvagabond.com

N.M. Law Allows Hunting With Silenced Weapons
By Dan Vukelich

W

e’ve always been a gun-happy state – concealed
and open carry of weapons are legal in New
Mexico – but you might be surprised to learn you
can whack Bambi with a double tap from a silenced
Glock if you wanted to.
New Mexico is one of 39 states where you can possess and use silencers, technically called suppressors,
on any weapon used in a lawful fashion. That means
it’s legal to hunt any game animal or varmint with
both suppressor-equipped rifles and handguns.
“As long as the individual is licensed to possess a
suppressor, the Department of Game and Fish has no
regulations against them,” said Rachel Shockley of
the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish.
Although a logical use of a silencer while hunting

might be to hide illegal poaching, legitimate
hunters also equip their rifles with them to avoid
spooking game if they miss on the first shot. People
also hunt with handguns, but there doesn’t seem to
be much coverage in the guns and hunting press of
suppressed-handgun hunting.
That may have to do with how suppressors work.
Most of the “bang” you hear when a gun is fired
isn’t the explosion of gunpowder but is the sound of
the bullet breaking the sound barrier. Suppressors
work best for subsonic ammunition, but subsonic
bullets aren’t very accurate over distance. So, to
shoot Bambi or a grizzly bear with James Bond’s
Walther PPK, you’d have to get really close.
The grizzly bear thing, by the way, is for real.

Field & Stream did a piece a few years ago about
guys who hunt grizzlies in Alaska armed only with a
.357-magum. The sport is as much about stealth and
guts as it is about marksmanship.
If you’re looking for a silencer for that AR-15 or
.45-caliber Colt, you’re not alone. Applications
approved by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives jumped 37 percent last
year, to nearly half a million. If you want a silencer,
be prepared for a nine-month waiting period,
CNN.com reported.
The silencer lobby (yes, there is one) is pushing for
a lifting of silencer bans in the remaining 11 states.
They argue the issue is one of safety – protecting the
hearing of gun users, especially children.
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Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Aren’t the Same Thing
Dr. Barbara McAneny

Dr. Barbara McAneny
has agreed to take
ABQ Free Press
readers’ medical
questions.
Dear Dr. Barbara:
Someone told me
that dementia can
be reversed through kinesiology or
exercise and that all of the drugs
being prescribed for Alzheimer’s are
a big waste of time. Are dementia
and Alzheimer’s the same? I find it
hard to believe that getting my dad
up and around and walking is going
to get his memory back, but I will try
anything.

D

A new senior lifestyle is coming to Rio Rancho with apartment
styles and amenities not offered in other area communities.

ear caregiver: Dementia is the term
that doctors use whenever a patient
has lost their ability to think in a clear
manner or to remember things appropriately. Alzheimer’s is a specific form of
dementia, but there are many different
types. Alzheimer’s disease is where
the brain has a decreased amount of
choline acetyltransferase. This is an
enzyme that helps one nerve cell in the
brain talk to the next nerve cell. Exercise hasn’t been shown to increase the
amount of that chemical. So in summary, while exercise may help your father
have a better quality of life by promoting
general strength and mobility and overall
health, there is currently no data that it
will affect the progression of his disease.
Dear Dr. Barbara: I read in a local alternative medicine magazine to “just
say no to mammograms.”
I also saw some stories on the
network news that it is OK to skip
mammograms. Can this be true?

The Neighborhood is scheduled to open in
2015, giving you time to consider how beautiful
your future can be. But you must act now.
A new information center is now open at 4500
Arrowhead Ridge Drive SE in Rio Rancho
(one block west of the intersection of
Highway 528 on Ridgecrest Drive SE).
Reservations are now being taken for when the
apartments become available for occupancy.

D

ear Questioning Reader:
Mammography has never been
perfect. We know that breast cancer
starts when one cell starts to grow
out of control and then is far too tiny to
be visible on any test. When finally the
mass gets big enough to be seen on a
mammogram, we can find it 85 percent
of the time.
Young women can have dense
breasts that hide cancers. Some
researchers fear that in older women,
we will find cancers that will not spread
or cause any problems. However,
mammograms remain the best
screening test that we have to find
breast cancer at a very early stage.
As a cancer doctor, I’ll say this:
If a woman is healthy enough that I
would treat her breast cancer, I would
prefer to find it as early as possible so
that we can cure it with less aggressive
methods.
The decision for every woman is one
that should be made in discussion with
her physician. Family history plays a
significant role and can help us
estimate a woman’s chances of
developing breast cancer.
Talk to your doctor about the fact
that you have a family history, look
into whether you have taken hormones,
whether you have had pregnancies
or breastfed your children, and what
your current age is. That way, you
can come up with a plan to get
mammograms tailored to your
own risk.
Barbara McAneny, M.D., is a medical
oncologist practicing at New Mexico
Cancer Center, an independent practice
that has treated New Mexico cancer
patients since 1987.
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CALENDAR

THURSDAY, MAY 8
MUSIC

What makes the buying or
selling of a home stress-free?
To arrange for
your visit, please call
Ashley Trujillo at
(505) 994-2266.

ARTS

REGINA CARTER’S SOUTHERN COMFORT
Outpost Performance Space, 210 Yale SE,
268-0044
Modern-music violinist Carter’s influences
include classical, jazz and Motown. Also
appearing Friday, May 9. 7:30 pm, $25-30,
outpostspace.org

THEATER
CATGUT STRUNG VIOLIN
Tricklock Performance Laboratory, 1705 Mesa
Vista Rd NE, 254-8393
A return of the original work about a soldier
and his violin, and the wages of war, with
humor. Directed by Elsa Menendez.
Through May 24, $12-15, brownpapertickets.com

FRIDAY, MAY 9
FAMILY
LEAD WITH THE ARTS MURAL UNVEILING
Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Road
NW, 243-7055
Local high school students created this
original, temporary mural in an after-school
program. 6-8 pm, Free, cabq.gov/museum

GARDENING
NATIONAL PUBLIC GARDENS DAY
ABQ BioPark Garden, 2601 Central Ave NW,
764-6200
Tour the gardens and learn from experts how
to grow stuff in our tough climate. 10 am-2 pm,
Tickets are included with admission,
cabq.gov/biopark

SATURDAY, MAY 10
BOOKS
A WORD WITH WRITERS
KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW, 768-3544
George RR Martin (“Game of Thrones”)and
Diana Gabaldon (“Outlander” series), both
renowned sci-fi and fantasy authors, in conversation with each other, the first in a series.
7 -9 pm, Reserved Seating: $7-20, kimotickets.com.

CULTURE
18TH ANNUAL ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER
AMERICAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL
National Museum of Nuclear Science & History,
601 Eubank Blvd SE, 245-2137
Lion dancers, Taiko drumming, calligraphy
and origami demonstrations, food samples
and many more exciting activities to treat
museum visitors. 10 am-3 pm, $7-8, Free with
Museum admission, nuclearmuseum.org.

DANCE
EUREKA!
National Dance Institute of New Mexico, The
Hiland Theater, 4804 Central Ave SE, 872-1800
20th Anniversary celebration for the company showcases student dancers and a show
about science, dance and creativity. 10:15 am
and 12:15 pm, $10, ndi-nm.org
THE LALAS BURLESQUE SHOW
San Felipe Hollywood Casino, I-25 N
Direct from L.A., The Lalas return with their
risqué show; 18+ please. 7 pm, $22-97,
holdmyticket.com, thelalas.com

GARDENING

FAMILY

BONSAI SHOW
ABQ BioPark Garden, 2601 Central Ave NW,
764-6200
Miniature piñon, juniper and mahogany trees
shaped into fascinating and beautiful sculptures. Presented by the Albuquerque Bonsai
Club. Through May 11. 9 am-5 pm, Included
with admission, cabq.gov/biopark

AQUARIUM OVERNIGHT
ABQ BioPark, 2601 Central Ave NW, 764-6200
Sneak a peek at the nighttime activities of
ocean animals, make a craft, enjoy a movie,
and more. Children under age 18 must be
accompanied by an adult. Friday 6:30 pmSaturday 8 am, $30 per person; Pre-registration
is required. Group size is limited. For more information, call 505-848-7180. Online registration is
available at cabq.gov/biopark.

SUNDAY, MAY 11
DANCE
AUTO/BODY/GRAPHICAL
University of New Mexico, Elizabeth Waters
Center for Dance at Carlisle Gym, 277-4332
Student choreography and dancers, in original
works. 2 pm, $8-12, unmtickets.com, 925-5858
OLD TOWN MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION
Dancing by Folklorico Fiesta Mexicana and
the National Institute ofd Flamenco, with the
usual shop-and-stroll options. 12-3 pm, Free

MUSIC
MOTHER’S DAY AT THE ZOO: NEW MEXICO PHILHARMONIC
Rio Grande Zoo, 903 Tenth Street SW, 768-2000
Special “Zoo Moms” Discovery Stations
throughout will give you interesting information about the parenting styles of many
zoo creatures, and at 2 pm the New Mexico
Philharmonic will perform a live concert of
familiar favorites in honor of all moms.
2 pm, Included with admission, cabq.gov/zoo,
nmphil.org
CHATTER SUNDAY: BRITTEN AND HAYDN
Kosmos Performance Space at the Factory on 5th,
1715 Fifth St NW
Solo cello and coffee, in an informal, acoustically excellent setting. Doors open 9:30 am, $15
at the door, chatterchamber.org

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
FILM
KIMO THEATRE INDIE Q
KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW,
768-3544
Quarterly acreenings of short films made
in Albuquerque. Presented with the city’s
Film Office. 7-9 pm, Free, cabq.gov/kimo

THURSDAY, MAY 15
MUSIC
OUMAR KONATE
The Cooperage, 7220 Lomas Blvd NE,
255-1657
Malian musician with an energetic style
on the electric guitar. 7:30 pm, $17-22,
ampconcerts.org

FRIDAY, MAY 16
DANCE
KESHET DANCE COMPANY’S SPRING
COMMUNITY CONCERT
Keshet Center for the Arts, 4121 Cutler Ave
NE, 224-9808
Dancers of all ages and abilities in their 18th
annual concert. Through May 18. 7 pm, $610, brownpapertickets.com, keshetdance.org

SATURDAY, MAY 17
FILM
MADE IN NEW MEXICO FILMS
Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave
NE, 848-1376
ABQ Free Press Film writer Jeff Berg shares
entertaining anecdotes, film clips, and trivia.
Back by popular demand and with his own
brand of humor. Free, 10:30 am – 12 pm,
abclibrary.org/specialcollections

MUSIC

MUSIC

WELCOME TO DILLAVILLE: BIZARRE RIDE
(FATLIP / SLIMKID TRE / J SWIFT FORMERLY OF PHARCYDE), SLUM VILLAGE
Sister, 407 Central Ave NW, 242-4900
The tour, with friends. 8 pm-2 am, $20,
sisterthebar.com

BIG BAND SOUND OF BENNY GOODMAN
Rio Grande Zoo, 903 Tenth Street SW, 768-2000
New Mexico Philharmonic and the Dave
Bennett Sextet perform at the Zoo.
8 pm, $15-40, nmphil.org, holdmytickets.com

THEATER
GUERA
Working Classroom, Paul Carpenter y Salazar
Theater, 423 Atlantic SW,
Light-skinned blondie (that’s what Guera
means) Lisandra Tena does her one-woman
improv show in two languages. Through
May 25. $10 (special tickets are $25-50),
workingclassroom.org

VISUAL ARTS
FOURTH ANNUAL FESTIVAL DJUDEOESPANYOL
Nahalat Shalom, 3606 Rio Grande Blvd NW,
343-8227
Hidden and Revealed: Artists’ Reflections
of the Crypto-Jewish Experience includes
renowned fresco artist Frederico Vigil, who
is creating two pieces for the show, along
with eight other featured New Mexico artists.
Through May 18. nahalatshalom.org
THE UNFORSEEN EXHIBIT OF THE
ARTISTES DE LONCHE
Freestyle Gallery, 1114 Central Ave SW, 243-9267
Reception for nine artists whose group lunches
and individual work resulted in this show.
Through May 25. 5-8 pm, Free, freestylegallery.com

BLIND DRYVE, THE CHIMPZ, WALLS
WITHIN, WHEN DARKNESS FALLS
The Launchpad, 618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887
Plus a 21+ afterparty with Darken the Day.
9:30 pm, $8, launchpadrocks.com

VISUAL ARTS
WAX WITH DIMENSION
Encaustic Art Institute Gallery, 18 County
Road, 55A (18 General Goodwin Road), Cerrillos,
424-6487
Members’ show at the Institute’s Pyramid
Gallery, an architectural destination in itself.
Through June 15. 12-5 pm, Free, eainm.com

SUNDAY, MAY 18
BOOKS
NEW MEXICO’S HIGH PEAKS: A PHOTOGRAPHIC CELEBRATION BY MIKE
BUTTERFIELD
Page One, 5850 Eubank Blvd NE, 294-2026
Forty years of mountain hikes resulted in a
saga of photographic adventure for this local
author. Book signing, 3 pm, Free, page1book.com
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Life is Sweeter with Sherry
at the Andaluz’s MAS Tapas

Alamosa closes the book
On N.E. Heights Store
By Stephanie Hainsfurther

by Jim Hammond

M

ÁS–Tapas y
Vino restaurant in the Hotel
Andaluz under
Chef James
Campbell Caruso
has inaugurated
sherry-tasting
dinners, which
was the inspiration for this column.
Domestic sherries usually are sweet
and often work better for cooking than
drinking, with limited pairing ability.
The sherry wines that come from Spain
typically are not sweet and are
commonly paired with foods at tapas
bars in España. Because dry sherry
might be a new concept for many, some
knowledge of the types of sherry is vital
to pair them effectively.
The principal grapes used for sherry
are the Palomino and Pedro Ximenez.
They’re grown in the Sherry Triangle of
Xeres (Jerez), Sanlúcar and Santa
Maria on the southern tip of Spain.
Sweet sherry is made with the
Pedro Ximenez and Moscatel grapes
and sometimes is blended with
Palomino-based sherries. However,
our focus here will be on the drier styles
using the Palomino grape.
There is a natural divide in dry sherries between fino and Manzanilla sherry
and the Amontillado, Palo Cortado and
Oloroso sherries. Unlike port wines,
sherry wines are completely fermented.
These wines are fortified to approximately 15%. This helps develop the flor,
which forms inside the cask to protect
the wine from oxidation.
Those wines considered best for
Amontillado or Oloroso are further
fortified to 17% or higher, a process that
kills the flor and partially oxidizes the
wine. These latter sherries darken
considerably during the aging process.
Once opened, fino sherry should
be consumed that day. In tapas bars,
unused fino is often thrown out. Both

fino and Manzanilla are clear with little
color. Fino wines have a characteristic
almond aroma and pair amazingly well
with almonds, olives and Serrano ham.
Manzanilla wines made in Sanlúcar
have an almost briny aspect that pairs
well with seafood. I enjoyed this wine
recently with pan-fried oysters and
lemon aioli.
Amontillado sherry is golden in color
with nutty flavors of hazelnut and pairs
well with oily fish and chicken dishes.
Try this with mahi mahi. Throw in some
shaved almonds or hazelnuts, and you’ll
be addicted.

Once opened,
fino sherry should be
consumed that day.
In tapas bars,
unused fino is often
thrown out.
Palo Cortado is rare sherry that begins as a fino, moves on to Amontillado
as the flor dies and then exhibits Oloroso-like characteristics. Who would have
guessed such a confused wine would
taste as wonderful as it does? The
aroma is heady with complex layers and
is a heaven-sent pairing with braised
pork cheek or sea scallops.
Oloroso sherry is the most alcoholic
(18% to 20%) and often is the richest
of all sherries. While great on its own,
try this with dry Manchego cheese, and
note the explosion of flavors that the
pairing creates.
The next time you are looking for a
new and flavorful wine pairing, try the
sherries of Spain.
Jim Hammond is The Southwestern Wine
Guy. He hosts “The Spirits of New Mexico”
at 11:30 a.m. each Saturday on Rock of Talk
Radio, 1600 AM/95.9 FM. Reach him at
Jim@southwesternwineguy.com

On the Air

Watch our arts segment on The
Morning Brew with Larry Ahrens,
Tuesday mornings at 7:32 a.m. on
Public Access Channel 27 and later on
YouTube. Pictured: Host Larry Ahrens,
Co-Host Amber Jordan Hendren and
Debra Landau of Air Dance New Mexico.
Photo by Jeff Hartzer.

F

our years ago,
Elizabeth Anker
thought her strategy
for opening a bookstore was solid, but
now the doors are
closing.
“I was the buyer
and children’s desk
manager for Page One for many years,”
the co-owner of Alamosa Books wrote in
an email.
“When they decided to go mostly
used, I figured there wasn’t going to
be a job for me anymore and began
to explore opening a kid’s bookstore.
And too, I thought kids’ books would be
both e-book resistant and somewhat
recession proof. People rarely cut out
spending for kids when their household
budgets go south.”
Because most children’s books don’t
work as well in the e-book format, Anker
figured the juvenile market was safe.
“We’re only now seeing young adult
books being regularly offered as
e-books. E-book editions are still the
exception rather than the rule for the
younger end of the market,” she said.
“So I thought I was opening a store that
would fill a need in Albuquerque and
would be a shoo-in for, if not success,
then at least long-term stability in the
low end of black. Turns out I was wrong.”

‘I thought kids’ books
would be both e-book
resistant and somewhat
recession proof’
Alamosa never managed to break even,
and Anker finds the financial burden
unsustainable.
“We’ve been putting personal funds
into this business at a rather alarming
rate since we opened. We are out of
personal funds now, and we don’t think
we are justified in signing another lease
in the hopes of finally getting sufficient
traffic and sales. So when our lease
comes up, we’re getting out,” she said.

Anker cites online shopping as one of
the biggest factors in the demise of her
bookstore. It is easy for book buyers to
get into the mindset of buying online and
not having to go anywhere, she pointed
out. “Their purchases show up within 48
hours. Usually with free shipping. I know
it’s very hard to resist that.”
She mentions that Alamosa was selling not just books but the experience of
coming into a well-stocked bookstore for
fun events and knowledgeable service.
However, many customers failed to find
them at 8810 Holly Ave N.E. at the corner of Paseo del Norte and Ventura.
“Our plaza has very low traffic. Surrounded by lots of high-income homes,
yes, and originally there was a coffee
shop next door. And when we were
looking for a lease, there weren’t many
options for us, so we went with where
we are,” Anker said.
“But it’s hard to get into and doesn’t
have a good mix of shops to make
people want to go to the effort of coming
into the plaza. Sometimes a whole day
can go by, and the only cars that are in
the parking lot are employees.”
Amanda Sutton, marketing and events
manager at Bookworks, agrees location
is key to the success of any bookstore.
With the Flying Star on Rio Grande as
their anchor-neighbor, the 30-year-old
bookstore is also events oriented, both
on premises and off, and donates to
local organizations.
“History, reputation, and location
DEFINITELY help us. Immensely,” Sutton states. “We host on average of five
to 10 events a week for both adults and
children, more than 350 events a year.”
Anker, at Alamosa Books, is planning
a book-news blog, hosted by Barnes &
Noble, which will be selling e-books from
the site. Right now, she is laying low.
“I don’t have any plans. I’m really kind
of going fetal for a while. On top of losing
this wonderful bookstore, I’m also very
ill right now. So getting through all this is
the near future in Anker-land,” she said.
Stephanie Hainsfurther is associate editor
for ABQ Free Press. Reach her at
Stephanie@freeabq.com

Reach the Right People

Advertise in Albuquerque’s new free newspaper
Contact Mark Hainsfurther
Call (505) 400-7601
or email mark@freeabq.com
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Opera Southwest Conductor Finds a Neglected Gem
By Stephanie Hainsfurther

A

“lost” opera that has
not been heard in its
entirety since 1871 will be
performed in Albuquerque this fall. What’s more,
the music director of the
company performing the
opera is the composer
who resurrected it.
Artistic Director and
Principal Conductor
Anthony Barrese of Opera
Southwest spent 10 years
Anthony Barrese
researching and reconstructing the score and
libretto of “Hamlet (Amleto)” by Franco Faccio. The
opera has not been performed since 1871.
A Shakespeare buff, Barrese often wondered why
there was no famous operatic “Hamlet.”
“There is ‘Romeo & Juliet,’ ‘Otello,’ ‘Macbeth,’
even ‘Falstaff,’ which is a horrible play,” he said in
an interview. “Then I read this blurb somewhere
about Arrigo Boito, the librettist for Verdi’s ‘Otello’ and ‘Falstaff,’ and it said he wrote a libretto for
‘Hamlet’ for his good friend Franco Faccio.”
Barrese got in touch with Casa Ricordi, a music
publisher founded in 1808, in Milan. They had good
news and bad news for him.
“They said, ‘The good news is we have the original

manuscript. The bad news is we’re moving to a
new library right now. But we can give it to you on
microfilm,’” Barrese recalled.
Eventually, Barrese spent a summer in Milan with
the original score and a magnifying glass. It took
him one week to decipher one page; there are 600
pages in the manuscript.
“I’m in a small room with no air conditioning, in
August in Milan, with a little fan blowing hot air,”
he said. “I have latex gloves on. There are these little
old Italian ladies staring me down, making sure I
don’t sweat on the manuscript.”
Even though Faccio stopped composing after the
last disastrous performance of “Amleto” (the tenor
was ill), he was a famous conductor of the day.
Audiences will be familiar with the music, written
during the Golden Age of Italian opera, Barrese said.
“This is a contemporary of Verdi, so even though
they [Faccio and Boito] were trying to be new and
avant garde, it still sounds like Italian opera of the
19th century.”
In 2004, Barrese organized a read-through of the
score for Placido Domingo, who recently wrote to
Opera Southwest, “I had the pleasure to attend a
presentation of this work by the talented young
conductor Anthony Barrese, and I remember well
the strong impression made by both the quality of
the music and the performance.”
Barrese credits Boito with a libretto that is true

to Shakespeare’s play. “All of the famous lines are
there – ‘To be or not to be,’ ‘Get thee to a nunnery,’
‘To thine own self be true.’ And the audience will
recognize all of the famous scenes and situations.”
In other words, everybody dies.
Opera Southwest is calling “Hamlet (Amleto)”
the “New World premiere.” Hamlet will be sung by
tenor Alex Richardson; soprano Abla Lynn Hamza
sings Ofelia. Barrese will conduct. Stage director
is David Bartholomew, and set designer is Carey
Wong, who designed the sets for Opera Southwest’s recent productions of “Madama Butterfly”
and “Otello.” The opera will be sung in Italian with
English supertitles.
Stephanie Hainsfurther is associate editor for ABQ Free
Press. Reach her at Stephanie@freeabq.com.
Opera Southwest presents The New World Premiere of:

Franco Faccio’s “Hamlet (Amleto)” Rediscovered and
restored by OSW Artistic DirectorAnthony Barrese
Save the Dates: October 26 (2 pm)-October 31 (7:30 pm)November 2 (2 pm)
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 4th St SW
Season tickets on sale now at (505) 243-0591 (for “Hamlet” and for “La
Boheme” in spring 2015). Single tickets are on sale starting June 1 at
operasouthwest.org or (505) 243-0591 and at the National Hispanic
Cultural Center Box Office (505) 724-4771.

Experimental Dance Works Fuse Art and Science With Movement
By Christine Vigil

A

lbuquerque-based collaborators Esteban Garza and
Jacqueline De Lora are experimenting with art that
is aesthetically and emotionally provoking, and also
teaches.
Through their dance project, “/siNGk/skape,” the two
are creating a dialogue in which art and science are
the primary languages, with dance as the vehicle for
expression.
Artistic Director and Producer Garza unites his vision
of creating a dance concert that contains elements of
concrete existence with an abstract aesthetic. De Lora,
a cancer researcher and
the project’s scientific
Friday, May 23, 7 pm
adviser, informs Garza’s
Saturday, May 24, 2 pm &
work in contemplating
7:30 pm
the unique relationship
between the way the hu/siNGk/skape
man body moves and our
VSA/N4th Theater
natural physical chemis4904 4th St NW, 344-4542,
try.
$15-18, vsartsnm.org
As a result of his
particular passion for
choreography, Esteban is
working toward creating art that embodies his vision for
work that is subjective and addresses a broad range of
practical topics. Thus “/siNGk/skape” aims to investigate the physical world using human form, dynamism
and rhythmic forces.

Photo by Fatima Shami.

The project leads the dancers through an innovative
method of kinesthetic motion directed by the choreography and soundtrack, inspired by the stunning
movement found in nature and aided by discussion of
scientific theories and observations. The work leads

curiosity on a journey into the physical world and seeks
the correlation between art and science.
“Art is a medium to communicate complex ideas
about science to the public,” De Lora said.
Set to an eclectic original musical score composed
by Alexis Garza, Esteban’s brother, the evening will
feature a cast of dancers from a wide range of backgrounds, collaborating to create a visually energizing
landscape that lures the observer’s imagination into the
dream of embodying the extravagant physical freedom
of nature.
Through a series of dance shorts– seven in all –
“/siNGk/skape” also will feature work from guest
choreographer Blythe Eden. Dance solos, duos, trios,
quartets and large group pieces characterize the
production, carrying a dynamic sense of physicality and
fluid transition. These pieces will urge the audience to
contemplate the narrative that takes the theoretical and
ephemeral state of dance and fuses it with the practical
nature of science.
Christine Vigil writes about dance for ABQ Free Press.
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Sci-fi asks the Big Questions
at the Adobe

Out with “Les Miz,” in with “Grease”

A

lbuquerque Little Theatre finishes up this season with the blockbuster “Les
Miserables,” May 23-June 15 (albuquerquelittletheatre.org, box office 2424750, 224 San Pasquale SW). More than 20 people are making their ALT debut
in this production, including the lead, Kevin Fannin as Jean Valjean.
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Mystery Author Steve Brewer on e-books,
and New Max Austin Pen Name

Local authors bring thrills
Chills and history this month

By Dan Vukelich

In the meantime, ALT announces some old favorites for its
85th season beginning in August.
ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S
NEST, Rated PG-13
By Dale Wasserman; from the novel by
Ken Kesey
AUGUST 29 – SEPTEMBER 14
GREASE, Rated PG
Book, Music and Lyrics by Jim Jacobs
and Warren Casey
OCTOBER 10 – NOVEMBER 2

Adrienne Cox plays Linda, and Matthew Van Wettering plays a young-looking man who poses age-old questions, in “The Man From
Earth.” Photo by Stephanie Hainsfurther.

By Barry Gaines

T

the acting or directing in the low-budget
he upcoming play at The Adobe
screen version, but thought, “I ought to
Theater is a bit of a departure. “The
try to adapt that story for the stage.”
Man From Earth” has a quirky science-ficNed and Jessica moved to
tion premise and features thoughtful
Albuquerque and found acting opportunidiscussion of perplexing philosophical,
ties. When Ned thought again about the
scientific and religious questions that have
movie, he found that film director Richard
troubled humanity for eons.
Schenkman had adapted the work for
The play is set in a cabin where
the stage. The Adobe agreed to let Ned
Dr. John Oldman, a popular professor
direct it, his first local directorial stint.
of history, is inexplicably leaving the
The play’s characters converse about
university after a 10-year tenure.
the implications of Oldman’s
Professors of anthropolorevelation; their comments
gy, biology, art history (a
May 16 - June 8
are humorous and peneconfirmed Christian), and
The Man From Earth
trating. Consider the fluidity
archaeology, a psychiatrist
of time. Do you realize that
friend and a love interest all
The Adobe Theater
9813 Fourth St NW
Cleopatra lived closer to the
meet to wish him well.
(2 blocks north of
invention of the iPhone than
One character casually
Alameda Boulevard)
she did to the building of the
remarks, “He hasn’t aged a
Great Pyramid? What if time
day in 10 years!”
$12-15, 898-9222
and mortality are not linked?
Therein lies the crux. No,
adobetheater.org
What can be learned from
Professor Oldman is not
such a long existence? And
hiding an aging portrait in a
what cannot?
locked room. As we soon learn, he
Ned is pleased with his cast, and he
says he has remained the same age
invites them to find more in their characsince the Upper Paleolithic era, 14,000
ters. “I was taught that the most obvious
years ago.
choice is rarely the most interesting
The first version of “The Man From
choice,” he said.
Earth” was written in 1998 as a screenThe director invites audiences this
play by Jerome Bixby, whose sci-fi
way: “I am trying to direct a show in a
credentials include stories for “The Twiway that it is enjoyable the first time
light Zone” and “Star Trek.” “Man from
through. But, really, you could watch the
Earth”was the last thing Bixby wrote, but
show seven times and decide to follow
the film was not made until 2007.
each of the seven different actors and
Director Ned Record happened upon
see a different production each time.”
the film while living in Chicago. “We’ll
A moderated question-and-answer
give it 20 minutes,” he told his wife,
session will follow each performance.
Jessica.
But the couple watched the movie all
Barry Gaines has covered Albuquerque
the way through and then had a lively
theater for the past 13 years. He is a
three-hour discussion about the metaprofessor emeritus at UNM and
physical, theological and technological
administrator of the American Theater
topics it raised. As an actor and director,
Critics Association.
Ned was not impressed by the quality of

Irving Berlin’s WHITE CHRISTMAS, Rated G
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin; based
upon the Paramount Pictures Film; book
by David Ives and Paul Blake
DECEMBER 5 – 24

THE KING AND I, Rated G
Music by Richard Rodgers; Book and
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II; based
on Anna and the King by Margaret
Landon
FEBRUARY 27 – MARCH 22
NOISES OFF!, Rated PG
By Michael Frayn
APRIL 10 – 26
Monty Python’s SPAMALOT, Rated PG-13
Book and Lyrics by Eric Idle; Music by
John Du Prez and Eric Idle
MAY 22 – JUNE 14

ANATOMY OF A MURDER, Rated
PG-13
By Elihu Winer; based on the novel by
Robert Traver
JANUARY 23 – FEBRUARY 8

Guera

L

isandra Tena, a Working Classroom alum,
performs her one-woman show at The Paul
Carpenter y Salazar Theater, 423 Atlantic SW,
beginning May 16. Theater critic Barry Gaines
will review the show for ABQ Free Press in the
May 21 issue. In the meantime, catch Lisandra
on The Morning Brew arts segment on Channel 27 on Tuesday morning, May 13, or later
on YouTube. Photo courtesy of Working Classroom, Albuquerque’s multiethnic troupe of students
mentored by professional actors, artists and writers
(workingclassroom.org, 242-9267).

“The Bible: The Complete Word of God (abridged)”

I

f you’ve seen them in “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare
(Abridged),” you’ll want to catch The Reduced Shakespeare Company (Adam
Long, Reed Martin and Austin Tichenor) in their lightning-fast romp through the
Old Testament (Act 1) and the New Testament (Act 2). The three touring actors
play all of the parts and genders, steered by popular local director George A.
Williams. At The Vortex Theatre, 2004 1/2 Central SE (facing Buena Vista); May
30 - June 29, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets: $18,
vortexabq.org/reservations, or 347-8600.

Kids, in their element

B

Albuquerque author Steve Brewer has
published 25 books over 20 years. His
latest is “Duke City Split,” just out
from Alibi, the new mystery imprint at
Random House. It’s an e-book about bank
robbers who hit it big. Brewer is known
as a “hybrid’ author because he has
self-published several books and has been
published by traditional houses. We asked
him to talk about the business of e-books.

ring the family to “Seussical the Musical Jr.” by Cardboard Playhouse Theatre
Company at N4th Theater. For $10 a ticket, bring somebody else’s family, too.
Cardboard Playhouse puts on these “Broadway Jr.” productions, created by Music
Theatre International, which are shorter to fit modern attention spans but don’t
lose anything in the translation. Classes and summer camps build self-confidence
in their child actors, and they turn out some fine performances, too. From May
30 through June 8; Fridays at 7 p.m.; Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Sundays at 2
p.m.; at 4904 4th St NW. Tickets are available at cardboardplayhousetix.org.

Q: Publishing has changed a lot in the past five
years because of e-books. How has that
affected veteran writers like you?
A: It’s both good and bad. The changes have empowered authors who can sell their work directly to readers
without spending years trying to crack the ever-tightening market in New York. The downside of a technology
that allows anyone to publish a book is that everyone is
publishing a book. It’s hard to rise above the crowd noise.
Authors spend all their time trying to attract readers. One
reason I was happy to sign a three-book deal with Alibi
is they do the marketing, leaving me to focus my time
on the writing.
Q: But you did self-publish for awhile.
A: Yes. My first 17 books were published the
old-fashioned way, some by big houses like Pocket
and St. Martin’s, and some by smaller publishers like
Intrigue and UNM Press. Not long after “Cutthroat”
came out in 2007, my then-publisher, Bleak House,
closed its doors. I kept writing, but the market was

contracting, along with the rest of the economy, and I
couldn’t land a deal.
The advent of e-book and print-on-demand publishing
gave a lot of struggling “mid-list” authors like me the
opportunity to renew our careers. I secured the electronic
rights to my entire backlist and published all the novels
as e-books. I also published seven new books before
“Max Austin” got the contract for the Duke City trilogy.
Q: So why the pen name
“Max Austin”?
A: My agent thought showing “Duke City Split” around
under a pen name would
change our luck. My editor at
Alibi liked the pseudonym, so
I’m Max Austin now, at least
for three books. Alibi gets the
“first look” on the next book I
write, so I’m planning another
Duke City crime novel now.
Q: Do you recommend other authors try
self-publishing?
A: Absolutely. But they’ve got to go into it with realistic
expectations. It’s easier to get struck by lightning than
to produce a self-published bestseller. But it can be a
way to start building an audience.
Q: And if the publisher doesn’t want more?
A: I can always publish it myself. That’s the beauty
of this brave new publishing world.

Jessica Helen Lopez Named ABQ Poet Laureate
By Richard Oyama

J

essica Helen Lopez is the City of Albuquerque’s new
poet laureate. Her selection was announced April 25
at the Main Library Downtown. She succeeds Hakim
Bellamy, the city’s poet laureate in 2012-2014.
Lopez holds the title of 2012 and 2014 Women of the
World (WOW) City of ABQ Champion. Her first collection of poetry was “Always Messing with Them Boys”
(West End Press, 2011). Her latest is “Cunt.Bomb.” She
is the founder of La Palabra – The Word is a Woman
collective created for and by women and gender-identified women. essing With Them Boys (West End Press,
2011) made the Southwest Book of the Year reading list
and was also awarded the Zia Book Award presented
by the NM Women Press. Her work has been heavily
anthologized. She is the founder of La Palabra-The
Word is Woman collective created for and by women
and gender-identified women; a member of the Macondo Foundation, an association of socially engaged
writers united to advance creativity, foster generosity,
and honor community; and a 2012 TEDx ABQ speker.
“Poetry is found in the streets,” she said. “Poetry is all
around us, and we are all poets and storytellers. We
are all rapt and captive audience members to the oral
tradition and written word of the human experience.”
Lopez , a teacher, thanked Albuquerque for “allowing
me to draw inspiration from its beauty, its people, its

geography, its food, its music, its heartbeat and life
force, its mountains.”
“I love working in the classroom,” she said. “For me,
poetry can’t exist without this collaboration. Our discussions about language and poetics are often riveting,
challenging, celebratory, contradictory, and always
thought provoking.”
The poet laureate often writes with her students. “Sometimes, language doesn’t bend entirely the
way the writer intends. Sometimes the ink flows like
incessant lava.”
The writing process of individuals fascinates Lopez. “It’s fun to deconstruct the relationships we have
with poetry, creative writing and expression through
various mediums.”
The outgoing poet laureate, Bellamy, said that he will
be taking a poetry sabbatical this summer. The laureateship position was “great for my career but not so
great for my sleep schedule,” he said.
Following his sabbatical, Bellamy intends to finish
a few projects and books. “When the work is what
matters,” he said, “it’s neither created nor destroyed. It
just is.”
Richard Oyama is a poet and freelance writer. His first novel,
“Orphans in the Storm,” is forthcoming.

W

estern writer Melody
Groves has a new
nonfiction book out about
a stagecoach line (which
later became the one you’re
thinking of) begun in 1858
to deliver freight and mail to
the California gold fields. The
story of Butterfield’s Stage
Line is told in “Butterfield’s
Byway: America’s First Overland Mail Route Across the
West” (The History Press).
Entrepreneur John Warren Butterfield also built the infrastructure for his venture to the benefit of the whole
country. Available May 13 wherever books are sold.
Just in case you weren’t scared enough by her
horror novel “The Neighbors,” local author Ania
Ahlborn offers up “The Bird Eater.” In a modern
twist on the haunted-house genre, protagonist Aaron Holbrook returns home after the death of his son,
hoping to recover his peace of mind. The house has
other plans. From 47 North, available on Amazon.com.

Three other local writers have
book signings this month
SATURDAY, MAY 10
Family History in the Río Abajo: Por Constancia/
So that it may be validated by Andrés Armijo
National Hispanic Cultural Center, Salón Ortega in the
History and Literary Arts Center, 1701 4th St SW, 246-2261, 2-4 pm
Free. Valencia author Armijo uses his own extended family
history to tell the story of New Mexico and the people who
settled here.

SATURDAY, MAY 10
Ultimate Betrayal by Joseph Badal
Bookworks, 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW, 344-8139, 3-4 pm
Free. David Hood is bereft and disillusioned by the deaths of
his family, and he wants revenge. David’s journey takes the
reader from South Philly to Afghanistan to the White House.
This tale was inspired by a true story.

SUNDAY, MAY 18
Warrior Heart by Rob Kresge
Treasure House Books & Gifts, 2012 S. Plaza St NW, Old Town,
242-7204, 1-3 pm
Free. Local historical mystery author pens a story of love and
murder in the fourth novel in Kresge’s Warbonnet series.
Facebook.com/treasurehousebooks

Out-of-towner pens puzzle
for opera buffs

S

he lives in Houston, but
local opera lovers will devour
Pamela Cramer’s “Murder at the
Frankfurt Opera” (AuthorHouse),
available at Amazon.com. Cramer is a former opera singer and
insider who knows that this art
form doesn’t appeal only to the
rich. The mystery includes plenty
of backstage goings-on among
singers and other divas. This book
is the first in Cramer’s “Murder
She Sang” series.

VISUAL ARTS
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Language and other expressions resonate with artists of Digital Latin America
The multisite Albuquerque exhibit will feature 16
contemporary artists, including Rafael LozanoHemmer (Mexico/Canada), Cantoni & Crescenti
lbuquerque rocks when it comes to hosting
(Brazil) and Oscar Muñoz (Colombia), plus artists
innovative, interactive artists from all over the
from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico,
planet. After a stunning ISEA2012 Albuquerque:
Peru, New Mexico, the Navajo Nation, CaliforMachine Wilderness mega-event, 516 ARTS is
nia, Kansas and Texas. The exhibit sites are the
preparing an equally ambitious encore.
516 ARTS Gallery in downtown Albuquerque, the
Inspired by the response to ISEA2012, the indeAlbuquerque Museum of Art and History, the UNM
fatigable team at 516 ARTS Gallery is collaborating
Art Museum and the National Hispanic Cultural
with Parallel Studios to launch New Media New
Center’s exhibit space.
Mexico in two components: CURRENTS 2014 in
An Opening Weekend Symposium at the AlbuSanta Fe and Digital Latin America in Albuquerque.
querque Museum will showcase presentations and
Anticipated to be an annual event, this year more
performances in new media art addressing interthan 100 artists from 15 nations will come in June to
secting fields of art, technology and science in Latin
photo by Maxime Dufour
New Mexico with the purpose of highlighting media art.
America and the United States.
Suzanne Sbarge, director of 516 ARTS, recently
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer (Mexico/Canada) Surface Tension 1992, shown here in Trackers at La Gaite’ LyrThe Downtown Block Party will kick start the
ique, Paris, France, 2011 Courtesy of Bitforms Gallery NYC.Featured in Digital Latin America at 516 ARTS,
discussed the Albuquerque component, Digital
June 7 – Aug. 30, 2014
exhibit on June 7. Visitors of all ages will enjoy art,
Latin America. “It carries forward the themes of
food and entertainment centering on the arts and
ISEA2012 Albuquerque: Machine Wilderness by
The
free
symposium
is
“Exploring
Language
and
cultures of Latin America and New Mexico, including
focusing on artists who explore the intersection of
Communication through New Media.” It will be part
performances, projections, illuminated projects, kinetic
art, science and technology, expressed through both
of the early June launch in Albuquerque of the sumsculptures and interactive demos. The block party and
the content of the work and the method of expression,”
mer-long program, along with the opening of an
symposium will be presented by 516 ARTS.
she said.
exhibition
and
a
combination
opening
reception
and
It also explores the North/South axis of cultural develblock party (yes!) on Central Avenue between Fifth and
Mary Montaño is an advocate for the arts with deep roots in
opment and exchange between Latin America and the
Sixth streets. Meanwhile, in Santa Fe, Parallel Studios
southern Colorado and New Mexico.
United States, Sbarge said. “The artists in Digital Latin
is planning a 17-day festival of exhibits, performances
America are working with ideas of particular relevance to
and events starting June 13.
Latin America and the ‘digital divide.’ One theme that has
In both cities, visitors can expect to see cutting-edge
For more information on all events and exhibits,
emerged for several of the works is a focus on language,
interactive
and fine art video installations, single channel
go to 516arts.org and currentsnewmedia.org.
which is why we developed a special symposium sesvideos,
multimedia
performances,
web-based
art
forms,
sion on this subject.”
plus panels, workshops and presentations.
by Mary Montano

A

Year round classes
for all levels of
knitters, weavers,
spinners, dyers,
and more
Bring in this ad for 10%
off fibers and patterns
Open 10am-6pm,
Monday – Saturday
5916 Anaheim Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113

505-883-2919
www.villagewools.com

May 16,
Albuquerque
ARTScrawl
Take a tour of galleries
along Route 66
go to
www.ARTScrawlABQ.org
for details
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Quirky Bernalillo Nano-brewery Evokes Old Mexico
By Garrett Ferguson

K

aktus Brewery, a new
nano-brewery in Bernalillo,
finds relevance within its community
and obscurity.
The obscurity comes mainly from
its out-of-the-way location, along the
dusty frontage road west of Interstate
25 between the two Bernalillo exits.
The community is an odds-and-sods
assortment of locals and visiting
tourists staying at the KOA
campground next door.
Owners Dana Koller,
John Koller and Mark Matheson
created a little piece of Old Mexico to
fill a niche they believed was lacking
elsewhere in the metro area’s brewery
community: a neighborly nano-brewery that serve
s beers with lower alcohol content
and more traditional taste than the
current trend of highly hopped,
high-alcohol microbrews.
A “patio centric” layout makes the
brewery come to life as patrons dance
to local bands and try their hand at
pétanque, a game similar to bocce
ball. The grounds are rural and dogs
are OK, but beware, there are chickens
clucking about.

Photos by Garrett Ferguson
TOP RIGHT: Kaktus Brewery’s beer menu changes to reflect the
latest small-batch brews.
BOTTOM RIGHT The brewery’s roadside sign.
AbOVE: The brewery is dog friendly.

Kaktus Brewery harbors no televisions and prefers customers to meet
and talk with one another. Kaktus
has eight beers on tap, all brewed on
location, mostly in small batches, with
staples such as Helles, German lagers
and a still-evolving India Pale Ale.
Garrett Ferguson is a student at UNM
who works part-time at Kaktus Brewery.

Kaktus Brewery

471 S. Hill Rd., Bernalillo
(505) 379-5072

Open 11:30 am Sun-Thurs
11:30-10 pm Fri-Sat
Bar menu: Chile, hotdogs,
sausages, Frito pie

